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UPDATE 

 
CBSA INVESTIGATIONS INTO IMPORTED FABRICATED INDUSTRIAL STEEL 

COMPONENTS UNDER THE SPECIAL IMPORT MEASURES ACT (SIMA) 
 

On September 12, Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) announced it will launch investigations into unfair 
pricing practices related to the importation of fabricated industrial steel components (referred to as FISC) being 
imported from China, Korea, Spain, United Arab Emirates, Northern Ireland, and the United Kingdom into 
Canada. While originally targeting the oil, gas, and mining industries, the investigations have been expanded to 
include seven (7) end-use industries: 
 

1. Oil and gas extraction, conveyance and processing 
2. Mining extraction, conveyance, storage and processing 
3. Industrial power generation facilities 
4. Petrochemical plants 
5. Cement plants 
6. Fertilizer plants 
7. Industrial metal smelters 

 
The following chart provides a reference guide to included products, end use criteria and exclusions: 
 
DEFINITION OF SUBJECT GOODS 

The subject goods, referred to as “certain fabricated industrial steel components (FISC)”, are defined as: 
Fabricated structural steel and plate-work components of buildings, process equipment, process enclosures, 
access structures, process structures, and structures for conveyancing and material handling, including steel 
beams, columns, braces, frames, railings, stairs, trusses, conveyor belt frame structures and galleries, bents, 
bins, chutes, hoppers, ductwork, process tanks, pipe racks and apron feeders, whether assembled or 
partially assembled into modules, or unassembled, for use in structures. 

EXCLUSIONS 

Electrical transmission towers; rolled steel products not further worked; steel beams not further worked; oil pump 
jacks; solar, wind and tidal power generation structures; power generation facilities with a rated capacity below 100 
megawatts; goods classified as “prefabricated buildings” under HS Code 9406.00.90.30; structural steel for use in 
manufacturing facilities used in applications other than those described above; and products covered by previous 
SIMA investigations such as, Certain Fasteners (RR-2014-001), Structural Tubing (RR-2013-001), Carbon Steel 
Plate (III) (RR-2012-001), Carbon Steel Plate (VII) (NQ-2013-005), and Steel Grating (NQ-2010-002). 

ADDITIONAL PRODUCT INFORMATION 
 
Goods falling within the product definition are fabricated steel components such as angles, columns, beams, 
girders, base plates, trusses, kits of fabricated structural shapes and “plate-work” components, such as bins, 
hoppers, chutes and the like, as well as related steel products that have been custom fabricated into articles 
suitable for erection or assembly into a variety of structures according to specific custom plans. 
 
For the purposes of the product definition, “Industrial” refers to the type of end use. FISC is used in the 
construction industry for support frameworks and integrated basic processing equipment traditionally fabricated by 
FISC suppliers. In their simplest form, FISC components are custom fabricated pieces that are specifically 
designed to be assembled into a particular structure and form the skeleton of the structure. Part of the structure or 
structures may include an enclosed structure, such as a building, or a structure that is open to the elements. 
 
Beams and Columns 

- Columns are steel shapes used as vertical supports in a building. Beams which may not be readily 
distinguished from columns in terms of shape and appearance are steel shapes used horizontally in structures 
to provide floor support, floor beams, or connect columns girders. Includes walkways, ladders and handrails 
that form part of the steel structure.  
 

 



Hoppers, Chutes and Bins 
- For example, hoppers, chutes and bins used in oil sands or open pit mining operations to funnel ore to a 

conveyor or crusher. These objects are typically constructed from steel plate and are closely related to the 
structure or are integrated as part of it. The FISC fabricator will provide the structural steel components for the 
hopper structure and hopper components. FISC producers will also supply the structure for surge bins and its 
components. Other examples include plate-work used for ducts, chutes, bins and bents. 

 
Plate-Work 
- Plate-work refers to custom fabricated structural components made from plate. For example, a hopper would 

consist of a significant amount of plate-work. Some fabricated components will involve plate-work as part of the 
connection system or to strengthen beams. Some FISC modules also include significant amounts of plate-work 
depending on the design. Plate-work could also include large ducts or tanks that comprise part of the project. 

 
Structural Components of Heavy Equipment 
- FISC also includes structural components of heavy equipment, such as galleries, trusses, apron feeder 

components, and other machinery integrated into conveyance systems (e.g mining and oil extraction). 
 

END USE CRITERIA 

 
The product definition is based on a specific set of “end uses”: 
 
1. Oil & Gas Extraction, Conveyance, and Processing 
 
FISC used to fabricate steel frameworks and plate-work components to support the processes and facilities used 
to extract resources and process them into a marketable product. It also includes FISC used to support the 
facilities that process oil and gas, such as refining. 
 
2. Mining Extraction, Conveyance, Storage and Processing 
 
Steel framework structures and plate-work components that support the equipment and processes for the 
extraction, conveyance storage and processing of mining resources. Processing refers to the initial process of 
mining resources that occurs at the mine or within close proximity and that is completed in order to market the 
extracted material. 
 
3. Industrial Power Generation Facilities 
 
Structural steel frameworks and plate components designed to support the production and processes in electrical 
plants, including hydro, coal, gas and nuclear facilities. Cogeneration power plants are included. Excluded from the 
product definition are FISC goods for power generation plants with a capacity of less than 100 MW, wind, and tidal 
power generation facilities and structures to support solar panels. 
 
4. Petrochemical Plants 
 
Structural steel frameworks and plate components designed to support the production and processes of chemicals 
and material derived from processing oil and natural gas. This includes petrochemical based plastics, kerosene, 
propane and other similar goods. 
 
5. Cement Plants 
 
Structural steel frameworks and plate components designed to support the production and processing of cement. 
Cement is a hardening compound used in concrete and mortar. Concrete mixing and processing plants are distinct 
from cement plants. 
 
6. Fertilizer Plants 
 
Structural steel frameworks and plate components designed to support the production and processing of chemical 
fertilizers. Many potash mines also process extracted resources into fertilizers and would fall under both fertilizer 
plants and mining operations. 
 
7. Industrial Metal Smelters 
  
Structural steel frameworks and plate components  designed to support the production and processing of ores into 
refined or semi-refined metals, such as  aluminum and steel. The term “industrial” refers to large commercial 
smelting operations, as opposed to artisan or hobby smelters. 



STRUCTURAL STEEL USED FOR COMMERCIAL STRUCTURES 

Structural steel for use in “commercial” structures, such as warehouses, commercial buildings, high-rises, 
hospitals, and cultural buildings (e.g. arenas, theatres, etc.) is outside the scope of the Subject Goods. 

MODULAR STRUCTURES 

FISC may leave the production facility as components (often referred to the industry as “sticks”) or in a  semi-
assembled modular configuration. Modules consist of FISC components that have been partially assembled, 
erected or constructed into a module prior to being integrated into the finished steel  structure. 
 
Material conveyance structures are structures, usually shop assembled (modular), which support moving conveyor 
belts. They are often built as box trusses. Trusses consist of a series of welded steel sections that are used in 
place of conventional beams to span large areas. 

FISC AND OTHER GOODS NOT COVERED BY THE SUBJECT GOODS DEFINITION 

FISC and other goods that are not covered by the Subject Goods include: 
- Steel components for transmission towers 
- Pre-fabricated metal buildings falling under HS Code 9406.00.90.30 
- Goods covered by specified existing findings 
- Power plants with a capacity of less than 100MW 
- Solar, wind and tidal power generation structures.  
- Structures for manufacturing or processing, other than those falling within the specified end uses. 

 
Customs Tariff Chapter 94, Note 4, provides: 

For the purposes of heading 94.06,the expression "prefabricated buildings" means buildings which are 
finished in the factory or put up as elements, presented together, to be assembled on site, such as housing or 
worksite accommodation, offices, schools, shops, sheds, garages or similar buildings.”  
 

Industrial structural steel frameworks, such as those identified in the product definition, are not “similar buildings” 
to housing, offices, schools, shops, sheds, garages or similar buildings. Prefabricated buildings are, however, 
commonly present on the physical sites of the enumerated end-uses described in the production definition. 
Structural steel components used within these pre-fabricated buildings are therefore not included. 
 
Fabricated reinforcing bars used in concrete structures do not fall within the production definition as they are 
reinforcing steel, not structural steel. Structural steel components used in buildings and structures for end use not 
specified in the production definition fall outside the product definition. This includes industrial structures, such as 
manufacturing and processing plants, other than those falling within the specified uses described in the product 
definition. 

CLASSIFICATION OF IMPORTS 

The goods subject to the product definition are usually classified under the following 10-digit Harmonized System 
(HS) classification numbers: 
 

7216.99.00.10                  7216.99.00.20                  7216.99.00.30                 7216.99.00.91 
7216.99.00.99                  7301.20.00.10                  7301.20.00.20                 7308.40.00.10 
7308.40.00.90                  7308.90.00.60                  7308.90.00.81                 7308.90.00.89 
7308.90.00.92                  7308.90.00.99                  7326.90.90.99                 8428.31.00.00 
8421.99.00.90                  8428.32.00.90                  8428.33.00.90                 8428.39.00.20 
8428.39.00.31                  8428.39.00.34                  8428.39.00.39                 8428.39.00.80 
8428.39.00.90   

 
The HS classification numbers identified above are for convenience of reference only. The HS classification 
numbers include non-subject goods. Also, subject goods may fall under HS classification numbers that are not 
listed. Refer to the product definition for authoritative details regarding the subject goods. 

 
For more information on how this may impact your past and future importations, please contact us: 

 
PF Collins Customs Consulting Services 
P.O. Box 5514, 251 East White Hills Road 

St. John’s, NL A1C 5W4 
+1 709-726-7596 

consulting.group@pfcollins.com  

mailto:consulting.group@pfcollins.com

